Scripture Readings
October 21, 2018
FIRST READING
Deuteronomy 1:19-33
Then, just as the LORD our God had ordered us, we set out from Horeb and
went through all that great and terrible wilderness that you saw, on the way to
the hill country of the Amorites, until we reached Kadesh-barnea. I said to
you, “You have reached the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our
God is giving us. See, the LORD your God has given the land to you; go up,
take possession, as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you; do
not fear or be dismayed.” All of you came to me and said, “Let us send men
ahead of us to explore the land for us and bring back a report to us regarding
the route by which we should go up and the cities we will come to.” The plan
seemed good to me, and I selected twelve of you, one from each tribe. They
set out and went up into the hill country, and when they reached the Valley of
Eshcol they spied it out and gathered some of the land’s produce, which they
brought down to us. They brought back a report to us, and said, “It is a good
land that the LORD our God is giving us.” But you were unwilling to go up. You
rebelled against the command of the LORD your God; you grumbled in your
tents and said, “It is because the LORD hates us that he has brought us out of
the land of Egypt, to hand us over to the Amorites to destroy us. Where are
we headed? Our kindred have made our hearts melt by reporting, ‘The people
are stronger and taller than we; the cities are large and fortified up to heaven!
We actually saw there the offspring of the Anakim!’” I said to you, “Have no
dread or fear of them. The LORDyour God, who goes before you, is the one
who will fight for you, just as he did for you in Egypt before your very
eyes, and in the wilderness, where you saw how the LORD your God carried
you, just as one carries a child, all the way that you traveled until you reached
this place. But in spite of this, you have no trust in the LORD your God, who
goes before you on the way to seek out a place for you to camp, in fire by
night, and in the cloud by day, to show you the route you should take.”

SECOND READING
1 John 4:16-21
So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first
loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen.The commandment we have from
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

